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	Request to Add a Youth to the Authorized Pick Up List



Dear parent/guardian,

Owl’s policy for the arrival and departure of children states that individuals on the authorized pick up list must be a minimum of 12 years of age. This age was chosen as it is the age at which a youth may babysit other children.  Family and Children’s Services reminds us that it is important to consider the maturity and skills of a young baby-sitter or older sibling before deciding to leave children in their care.

Family and Children’s Services provides the following guidelines for supervision of children:
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Supervised means that the caregiver can see the child and is close enough to protect the child from harm. 

Children 0 to Four Years Old 

· Children in this age group must be supervised at all times!

Children Five to Seven Years Old 
· Children in this age group may play unsupervised for up to 30 minutes when a parent (or age-appropriate caregiver) is at home and can check-in regularly with the child or is able to see the child. 
· Many children in this age group can be taught to walk to school by themselves, however, it is preferred that children in Kindergarten and Grades one and two are accompanied by a caregiver when walking to school or waiting for the school bus. 

Children Eight to Nine Years Old 
· Children in this age group should not be left alone before or after school. When a parent (or age-appropriate caregiver) is at home, children aged eight to nine may play unsupervised in the immediate neighbourhood for up to one hour after the conditions listed below have been taken into consideration. There should not be a pattern of leaving a child unsupervised. 

· the child knows general rules for safety 
· the child knows how to react in case of fire, power outage and other emergencies 
· the safety of the external and internal environment has been assessed 
· the developmental age and abilities of the child have been considered 
· the child is generally cooperative and can be depended on to follow rules 

Ten to Eleven Years Old 

· Children in this age group may be occasionally left alone at home for up to one to two hours (eg. after school 3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.), provided they have no fear or anxiety staying home alone and the child's level of maturity matches this arrangement. 
· Children in this age group should not be home alone for any period of time during overnight hours or be expected to take care of younger siblings or friends. 
Continued…
· In order to ensure a childs' safety, parents should teach them general safety rules which should include the following: 
· how to react in case of a fire, power outage and other emergencies 
· how to use the telephone and how to answer the telephone or door (and know the dangers of each) 
· whom to contact in an emergency 
· where to find emergency and contact numbers (both should be posted by the phone) 
· where emergency supplies, like a flashlight and first aid kit, are kept and how to use them 
· how to use a house key responsibly 
· how to set limits with friends 
· where to play, with whom and for how long 

Children Twelve & Older 
· It is recommended that children in this age group are not left alone overnight. Children in this age group are often able to babysit younger children. They should be able to demonstrate that they can follow safety rules. 
· A babysitter who has a babysitting certificate has demonstrated a commitment to take care of younger children and has learned skills that help keep children safe.

· a 12 or 13 year old babysitter:

·  should not be left in charge of more than two children; 
· should not be responsible for cooking, supervising swimming of or the bathing of children; 
· must have zero to five minutes access to consultation with a parent or a responsible adult; 
· and it is generally preferred/ recommended that they do not babysit after midnight or for periods longer than four hours per day 
· a sitter's number one priority should be looking after the children NOT entertaining friends, listening to music, etc... 
It's the job of the parent(s) to hire a sitter to look after their children adequately.

Parents are ultimately responsible for their children's safety!

I have read and understood the supervision guidelines outlined above. Based on the age and needs of my child(ren), and the level of maturity and skills of 
	     
	
	     

	Name of youth 
	
	Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy) (youth must be at least 12 years old to be added to the list)

	
	
	

	     
	
	     

	Name of child in care at Owl for whom this youth should be added to the authorized pick up list. 
	
	Relationship between the two children.


I believe that he/she is able to provide adequate care for my child(ren) upon departure from Owl.
___________________________

     



Signature of Parent/Guardian


Date

Family Code:      


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Youth added to authorized pick up list on child’s enrolment form 
